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Seuenoaks  Rural  District  Council 


HEALTH  REPORT  FOR  1941 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Health  Report  for 
the  year  .1941,  this  being  the  nineteenth  one  submitted  by  me 
as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

The  population  of  the  District  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General  for  mid-year  1941  was  31,370,  as  compared  with  32,720 
last  year. 

There  was  a  small  decrease  in  the  Birth  Rate  for  the  year, 
viz.  13.1  per  thousand  of  population,  as  compared  with  13.4 
last  year.  The  Birth  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  was  14.2, 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  was  equal  to  13.2  per  thousand 
of  population,  the  Rate  for  last  year  being  11.6.  The  Death 
Rate  in  England  and  Wales  was  12.9. 

An  increase  took  place  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate, 
viz.  37  per  thousand  registered  births,  as  against  19  last  year 
and  32  in  1939.  These  Rates  are  liable  to  fluctuate  owing  to 
the  small  numbers  involved.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for 
Ein gland  and  Wales  was  59. 

A  large  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
notified  took  place,  viz,  994  as  against  163  last  year.  This 
increase  is  mainly  owing  to  a  much  larger  number  of  cases  of 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  being  notified,  viz.  819  as 
compared  with  57  last  year. 

In  submitting  this  Report,  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  kind  help  given  to  me  by  the  Members  of  the  Council 
and  its  Officers.  In  particular,  I  would  like  to  express  my 
thanks  for  the  efficient  and  loyal  services  rendered  by  all 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Department, 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  N.  CAVE, 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) .  .  62,957 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid-1941  31,370 

Number  of  occupied  houses,  December,  1941  .  8,857 

Rateable  Value  of  District,  December,  1941 .  £197,651 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  December,  1941  £795 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births : 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

estimated  population 

383 

198 

185 

28 

14 

14 

411 

212 

199 

13.1 

Still-births  . 

. .  16 

9 

7 

Deaths  . 

.........  417 

206 

211 

Deaths  from 

Puerperal  causes : 

Deaths. 

Puerperal  sepsis  . .  - 

Other  Puerperal  causes  .  1 

No-,  of  Deaths. 


Infant  Deaths : 

All  Infants  . 16 

Legitimate  Infants  .  14 

Illegitimate  Infants  ............  2 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


Rate  per  1,0'OQl  (live  and 
still)  births. 

37.4 

Rate  per  1,0100  of  estimated 
population. 

'  ''13.2 


Rate  per  1,000‘  total  (live 
and  still)  births. 

2.26 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births. 


37 


Ratei  per  1,000 'legitimate 
live  births. 

35 

Rate  per  1,000’  illegitimate 
live  births. 

71 


65 

1 


O 
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HEALTH  REPORT  FOR  1941 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births. — During  the  year  411  Births  were  registered  as 
belonging  to  the  District,  of  which  212  were  males  and  199 
were  females.  This  is  equal  to  an  Annual  Birth  Rate  of 
13.1  per  thousand  of  population,  as  compared  with  13.4  last 
year.  The  Birth  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  was  14.2  in  1941 
and  14.6  in  1940. 

Deaths. — The,  number  of  Deaths  registered  as  belonging  to 
the  District  was  417  (206  males  and  217  females).  This  gives 
a  Death  Rate  of  13.2  per  thousand  of  population,  as  against 
11.6  last  year.  The  Death  Rates  for  England  and  Wales 
were  12.9  and  14.3  respectively. 

Infant  Deaths, — Sixteen  deaths  were  registered  as  occurring 
in  Infants  under  one  year  of  age.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
was  equal  to  37  per  thousand  registered  births,  as  compared 
with  19  last  year.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  for  Ehgland 
and  Wales  were  59  for  1941  and  55  for  1940. 
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BIRTH  RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF 
MORTALITY,  MATERNAL  MORTALITY  &  CASE  RATES 
for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1941. 
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126  County  Boro’s 

and  Great  Towns 

including  London 

148  Smaller  Towns 

(Resident  Popula¬ 

tions  25,000  to 
50,000,  1931  Census) 

London 

Administrative 

County 

Sevenoaks 

Rural 

District 

Rates  per 

1,000  Civilian  Population  * 

BIRTHS: 

| 

Live  . 

•  .  . 

14.2 

14.7 

16.4 

8.9 

13.1 

Still  . 

*  *  * 

0.51 

0.58 

0.60 

0.33 

0.54 

DEATHS: 

All  Causes  . 

.  .  . 

12.9 

14.9 

13.0 

16.3 

13.2 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Fevers  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  .  • 

0.00 

0  00 

0.01 

0  00 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

.  .  . 

0.06 

0  07 

0.06 

0.04 

Diphtheria  . 

.  .  . 

0.07 

0.08 

0.06 

0.03 

Influenza  . 

.  .  . 

0.19 

0.17 

0.20 

0.15 

0.28 

Smallpox  . 

.  .  . 

Measles  . 

*  *  • 

0  00 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  one  year 

of 

•••  ••• 

... 

59 

71 

56 

68 

37 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and 

Enteritis  under  two  years 

0^  S'^0  •••  •••  ••• 

. . . 

5.1 

7.5 

4.6 

6.8 

2.4 

NOTIFICATIONS: 

Rate  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 

Typhoid  Fever 

.  .  . 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.04 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

.  .  . 

0.09 

0.12 

0.09 

0.05 

0.03 

Cerehro  Spinal  Fever 

0.25 

0.31 

0-20 

0.30 

0.19 

Scarlet  Fever . 

•  ■  . 

1.47 

1.49 

1.51 

1.01 

2.16 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

4.39 

4.37 

4.50 

3.50 

5.54 

Diphtheria  . 

.  .  . 

1.25 

1.53 

1.19 

0.93 

0.79 

Erysipelas  . 

.  .  . 

0.30 

0.36 

0.27 

0-50 

0.47 

Smallpox  . 

•  .  • 

0.00 

... 

... 

Measles  . 

,  .  . 

l  10.33 

3.27 

10.47 

4.77 

20.56 

Pneumonia  . 

•  •  • 

1.25 

1.53 

1.04 

1.C7 

1.75 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e.  Live  and  Still) 


(excluding  Abortion) 

Puerperal  Infection 

(No.  147) 

Others 

0.48) 
1.75  V 
2.23  j 

) 

\  11.91 

1 

Not  available. 

i 

2.26 

2.26 

Total  . 

NOTIFICATIONS: 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

15.64 

9.43 

2.29 

19.3 

including 

Puerperal  Fever. 

|  7.02 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

*  A  ...  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  year  1941  was  a  fairly  satisfactory  one  from  the  point 
of  view  of  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified, 
together  with  the  number  removed  to  hospital  and  the  total 
deaths  registered : — 


Disease 

Number 

Notified 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

68 

66 

Diphtheria . 

25 

25 

*  .  . 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

... 

Erysipelas  . 

15 

1 

.  .  . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

3 

1 

.  .  . 

Pneumonia  . 

55 

L  24* 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

6 

.  .  . 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

2 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

174 

•  •  . 

.  .  * 

Measles  . 

645 

1 

Totals 

994 

94 

25 

*all  forms 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

The  following  Table  shows  the  work  done  at  the  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  Clinic  during  the  year : — 

Number  of  sessions  held  ...  ...  ...  . .  ...  87 

Number  of  new  cases  .  ...  ...  ...  ....  2,068 

Total  attendance  . .  .  ...  4,736 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  notified,  together  with  the  number  of  deaths 
registered : — 


Notified 

1  Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

11 

5 

16 

3 

8 

11 

Non-Pulmonary 

5 

7 

12 

1 

3 

4 

|  Total 

16 

12 

28 

4 

11 

15 

8 


Treatment  for  cases  of  Tuberculosis  is  under  the  control  of 
the  Kent  Coymty  Council,  and  during  the  year  the  following- 
number  of  patients  from  this  District  have  received  treatment: 


Number  receiving  sanatorium  treatment  .  25 

Number  receiving  dispensary  treatment  .  31 

Dispensary  supervision  only  . . .  80 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1930 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  Section  176 

No  action  was  required  to  be  taken  under  the  above  during 
the  year. 


LABORATORY  WORK 

The  Kent  County  Laboratory,  Maidstone,  carries  out  the 
bacteriological  work  in  connection  with  this  District,  and 
during  the  year  the  following  number  of  specimens  have  been 
examined  there  : — 


Positive 

Negative 

Total. 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria 

19 

135 

154 

Sputa  for  Tubercle 

26 

79 

105 

Widals  for  Tvphoid  Fever 

1 

1 

Swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci 

5 

24 

29 

Faeces  for  Paratyphoid  ... 

2 

1 

3 

0 

Totals 

52 

240 

292 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS 

The  District  is  served  by  two  Isolation  Hospitals,  viz.  the 
North  and  South  Isolation  Hospitals. 


No  important 
during  the  year. 


DRAINAGE 

alterations  in  the  drainage 


system  took  place 


DRAINAGE  WORE 
Southern  District 

Leigh:  One  house  connected  to  the  sewer;  cesspool  closed. 
Two  double-chambered  tanks  provided  to  four  houses. 

Edenb ridge :  Re-laying  of  drainage  at  two  houses  and  con¬ 
necting  same  to  sewer. 
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Penshurst :  Complete  overhaul  and  part  re-laying  of  drainage 
system.  New  double-chambered  tank  and  irrigation  system 
laid  at  one  house.  New  double-chambered  tank  and  re-laying 
of  new  pipes  at  one  cottage. 

Ohiddingstone :  Complete  new  system  of  pipes,  double- 
chambered  tank,  and  complementary  works  at  three  cottages. 

Hever :  Alterations  and  extensions  to  surface  water  drainage 
system  at  one  house.  New  sink  and.  waste  pipe,  new  drain  and 
repairs  to  existing  cesspool  at  one  house.  Demolition  of 
existing  pail  closet  structures,  provision  of  two  water  closfets 
and  complete  new  drainage  system,  three-chambered  septic 
tank,  with  all  complementary  works,  at  two  houses. 

Weald:  New  cesspool  (additional  to  one  already  existing), 
renewals  of  existing  drainage  system  and  provision  of 
ventilation.  Repairs  to  drainage  system  and  cesspool  at  one 
house. 

Northern  District 

Westerham:  Separate  sanitary  convenience  provided  for 
females  working  in  a  garage,  and  connected  to  sewer.  Filter 
beds  provided  to  one  house. 

Sundridge :  Laying  drains  connected  to  a  cesspool  serving  a 
cowshed.  Provision  of  new  cesspool  to  one  house  and  connected 
to  existing  drains.  New  drain  serving  water  closet  to  one  house, 
connected  to  the  sewer. 

Otford:  Alterations  to  urinal  and  existing  drains  serving  a 
school.  New  drain  serving  sink  to  house  laid  and  connected  to 
sewer. 

Seal :  New  water  closet  and  drain  serving  cottage ;  connected 
to  cesspool. 


SANITARY  STATISTICS 


No.  of  houses 
connected  to  the 
sewer 

No.  of  houses  not 
com  ected  to 

sewers 

No.  of  houses  not 
provided  with  a 
piped  water  supply 

No.  of  wells  still  in 
use  for  purpose  of 
domestic  supply 

5662 

3420 

298 

C  approx.  .) 

272 

( approx. ) 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 


w  nv  Pan  or  pail 
>v  •  ^  s  Closets 

1 

Midden 

•r.-ntcY  ivc c; '  I  a  w  .-lawun 

Ashpits 
separate  from 
Midden  Privy 

Cesspools 

Privies 

No.  of 

No.  of  houses  into 

8363  688 

1  . 

43 

115 

2825 

1427 

10 


ft 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

A  scheme  for  the  emptying  of  cesspools  came  into  operation 
in  February,  .1936,  and  the  Dennis  machine  which  has  been 
used  to  carry  out  this  work  has  proved  very  satisfactory. 


The  cesspool  contents  were  disposed  of  by  spreading  over 
farm  lands,  and  no  complaints  were  received. 


Total  number  of  cesspools  emptied . 

. .  • 

1,269 

Number  of  750-gallon  loads  . 

•  •  • 

2,477 

Gallons  of  sewage  . 

•  •  • 

...  1,857,750 

Miles  travelled  ...  . 

• .  • 

10,017 

Petrol  consumed  .  . 

• .  • 

2,133 

Miles  per  gallon  (including  petrol  for  vacuum) 

4.696 

Number  of  working  days . 

.  - . 

254-1- 

Cesspools  emptied  per  day . 

. . . 

4.986 

Petrol  per  day . .  . 

Number  of  cesspools  emptied  in  eacli  Parish: — 

Free. 

8.379 

Charge. 

Brasted  . 

46 

21 

Gli  evening  ...  . .  . . 

13 

1 

Chiddingstone  . 

34 

5 

Cowden  . 

16 

— 

Dunton  Green  ...  . 

3 

— 

Edenbridge  . 

107 

13 

Halstead 

135 

19 

Hever  . . . 

69 

24 

Kemsing  .  .  . 

52 

11 

Leigh  . 

21 

1 

Otford  . 

87 

11 

Penshurst  . 

55 

— 

Riverhead  . 

3 

— 

Seal  . 

112 

33 

Sevenoaks  Weald  . , 

64 

1 

Slioreham  . .  . 

21 

1 

Pundridge  . 

58 

2 

Westerliam  . . . 

89 

130 

Miscellaneous  . - 

985 

11 

284 

The  total  number  of  applications  dealt  with  during 
bowed  an  increase  of  9. 

the  year 

The  cesspool  machine  is  now  over  six  years  old  and  is 
naturally  showing  signs  of  wear.  A  new  Dennis  cesspool 
emptying  machine  has  been  on  order  for  some  time,  and  as 
soon  as  this  machine  is  delivered,  the  existing  machine  will  be 
sent  to  the  makers  for  a  much-needed  overhaul.  Owing  to 
existing  conditions  the  question  of  repairs  and  replacements  is 
one  which  causes  some  concern,  and  the  question  of  delay  due 
to  breakdowns  must  not  be  overlooked. 
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Military  occupation  of  premises  in  the  area  has  had  a 
considerable  effect  in  increasing  the  work  of  the  machine 
during  the  year  under  review. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

There  were  no  extensions  of  mains  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  samples  of  water 
were  examined  : — 


Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

Total. 

Bacteriological 

139'  27 

156 

Chemical  . 

9  15 

24 

Total . 

148  42 

180 

The  greater  number  of  samples  were  obtained  from  water 
from  wells  which  are  at  present  not  in  use. 

t 

HOUSE  REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour, 
four  vehicles  being  employed.  Depletions  in  the  staff,  coupled 
with  the  additional  work  in  connection  with  salvage,  have 
necessitated  some  alterations  in  the  service. 

The  collection  of  salvage  throughout  the  district  has  con¬ 
tinued,  and  in  August  (with  the  active  co-operation  of  Women’s 
Voluntary  Services)  a  village  dump  scheme  was  instituted. 
In  September  a  re-conditioned  Army  vehicle  was  obtained,  and 
this  vehicle  is  used  exclusively  for  the  collection  of  salvage 
from  the  village  dumps  and  from  premises  where  the  amount 
of  salvage  is  too  great  to  be  collected  by  the  house  refuse 
vehicles  on  their  routine  collections. 

An  innovation  during  the  year  was  the  employment  of  three 
women,  two  of  whom  are  working  on  the  house  refuse  collection 
vehicles  and  one  on  the  salvage  lorry.  During  the  year  over 
200  tons  of  material  was  disposed  of,  consisting  of  paper,  bones, 
rags,  rubber,  bottles,  jars,  and  metal  of  all  types. 

During  the  year  a  special  drive  in  connection  with  waste 
paper  vras  held,  and  a  scheme  whereby  assistance  is  given  by 
schoolchildren  in  connection  with  the  collection  of  salvage  is 
already  in  operation  in  some  parts  of  the  district. 


Bedford 

Bedford 

Bedford 

Bedford 

No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

No.  4 

Miles  travelled  . 

8,114 

6,815 

9,263 

6,174 

Petrol  consumed  (gallons) 

938 

962 

1,160 

936 

Miles  per  gallon . 

8.65 

7.084 

7.98 

6.596 

Loads  collected  . 

560 

4384 

45  U 

355| 

Average  of  each  load 

7  cu.  yds. 

7  cu,  yds. 

7  cu.  vds. 

V 

7  cu.  yds. 

Average  weight  of  each  load 
(varying)  . 

2  tons 

2  tons 

2  tons 

2  tons 
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HOUSING 

i  • 

1. — -Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during'  the  Year, 

(1)  (a)  Total  Dumber  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  Acts) . 185 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  185 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were;  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925  .  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation . Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  .  * . 185 

r 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  . 126 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  , 
Housing  Act-  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  < 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  . Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  w^ich 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  .' .  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  . .  ...  <8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(e)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders . Nil 


13 


(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1 936 : 

(T)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  . . ; . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit . Nil 

4.-— Housing  Act,  1936:  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  .  ...  25 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  25 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . 154 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . Nil 

(c)  (1 )  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  .  2 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  12 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement,  of 
overcrowding :  No.  reports  of  such. 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
you  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report:  Despite  the 
influx  of  evacuees,  no  cases  of  Legal  Overcrowding 
have  been  brought  to  notice  during  the  year. 

Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  during  the  year : 

By  the  Local  Authority:  Nil. 

By  other  persons:  2  conversions  of  existing  buildings. 

SANITARY  STAFF 

Three  full-time  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  employed  by  the 
Council. 

Mr.  El.  J.  A.  Bettle,  one  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  holds  the 
additional  appointment  as  A.Ri.P.  Training  Officer  to  the 
Council,  and  consequently  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time 
has  been  devoted  to  A.R.P.  duties. 

SANITARY  STAFF  (CIVIL  DEFENCE  DUTIES) 

Mr.  E:.  J.  A,  Bettle  holds  the  additional  appointment  as 
A.R.P.  Training  Officer,  and  is  also  responsible  for  decontamin¬ 
ation  of  foodstuffs  and  clothing,  and  as  a  consequence  a 
considerable  portion  of  his  time  has  again  been  devoted  to 
Civil  Defence  duties. 
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During  the  year  a  Food  Treatment  Squad  has  been  recruited 
and  trained,  and  a  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  foodstuffs 
contaminated  by  poison  gas  submitted  and  approved  by  the 
appropriate  Ministry . 

Schemes  for  the  decontamination  of  civilian  clothing  have 
also  been  prepared  and  the  necessary  action  taken. 

123  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  Civil  Defence  duties j 
38  lectures  and  demonstrations  were  given  during  office  hours, 
and  56  lectures  and  demonstrations  were  given  out  of  office 
hours,  making  a  total  of  94.' 

HEALTH  VISITOR 

One  full-time  Health  Visitor  is  employed  by  the  Council,  and 
works  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

During  the  year  she  has  paid  a  total  of  1,502  visits. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

\ 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  in  this  area  is  under 
the  control  of  the  Kent  County  Council. 

The  following  Ante-natal  Clinics  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 
have  been  established  in  this  District: — 


Ante-natal  Clinics 


Total 

Address.  Sessions  held.  attendance 

Bunton  Green:  Village  Hall  .  3rd  Wednesday  .  98 

Edenbridge:  War  Memorial  Hospital...  1st  Wednesday  .  Ill 

Kemsing:  St.  Edith’s  Hall  .  2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays  ...  221 

Brasted  &  Simdridge:  Village  Hall  ...  3rd  Mondays  .  79 


Child  Welfare  Centres 


Brasted  &  Simdridge: 

Simdridge  Village  Room 
Bunton  Green:  Village  Hall 
Edenbridge :  Church  House 
Hialstead:  Village  Hall 
Kemsing:  St.  Edith’s  Hall 
Otfard:  Memorial  Hall 
Shoreham:  Church  Room  ... 
Westerham:  Women’s  Institute 


1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  ...  644 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  846 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays  ...  522. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursdays  ...  682 

1st,  3rd  and  4th  Tuesdays  1,716 
1st  and  3rd  Fridays  ...  565 

2nd  and  4th  Thursdays  ...  282 

Thursdays  . 1,629 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

There  are  five  swimming  baths  and  pools  within  the  District. 
Eight,  inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  but  no  action 
was  found  necessary. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were  found 
to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs: — 

Council  houses  .  1 

Other  houses  .  15 
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All  the  houses  were  disinfested. 
by  ‘  ‘  Roxfem  T’.O.Y.  Insecticide 


The  method  employed  being 
in  conjunction  with  sulphur 


candles. 

Nine  houses  were  treated  for  beetle  infestation. 


NURSING  FACILITIES 

The  District  Nursing  Associations,  which  are  affiliated  to  the 
Kent  County  Nursing  Association,  provide  the  nursing  facilities 
for  this  area. 

NURSING  AND  MATERNITY  HOMES 

The  powers  relating  to  Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  have  been  delegated  to  the  District 
Council  by  the  Kent  County  Council. 

There  are  five  registered  premises  within  the  District,  the 
number  of  beds  available  being :  5  for  maternity  cases,  and 
23  for  other  cases. 


REGULATED  TRADES 


Number  of 

Visits 

Defects. 

Premises 

Paid 

Found. 

Remedied.  j 

Dairies 

182 

|  1114 

8 

8 

Cowsheds 
Slaughterhouses  : 

194 

Licensed  ... 

9 

f  “ 

Registered 

18 

Bakehouses  ... 

23 

28 

1 

1 

Piggeries 

Other  food  preparing 

4 

8 

— 

— 

places 

62 

338 

1 

1 

Factories 

200 

60 

3 

3 

Workplaces  ... 
Houses-Let-in- 

7 

5 

— 

— 

Lodgings  ... 

% 

1 

2 

Totals 

700 

1555 

13 

13 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936 

During  the  year  the  Council  granted  the  following  number 
of  licences  under  the  above  Order : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  1  supplemental 

Pasteurised 
do. 

Accredited 


2  supplemental 
1  (for  retailing  in  the  District) 
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MILK  SUPPLY 

Particulars  of  Milk  Samples  examined  at  tlie  County 
Laboratory,  Maidstone,  during  the  year  1941 : — 
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MEAT 

The  following  Table  shows  the  work  done  in  connection  with 
the 'slaughter  of  animals  for  human  consumption: — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

. 

Cheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

.  .  • 

4 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Number  of  animals  inspected... 

... 

... 

4 

49 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

_ 

•  •  . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

4 

.  .  . 

... 

. 

... 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  diseases 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

... 

■ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

. . . 

... 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

... 

Except  in  the  case  of  cottagers  and  farmers,  all  slaughtering  has  taken 
place  in  GcvernmenUeonitrolled  slaughterhouses. 


The  total  number  of  permits  issued  by  the  local  Food  Office 
to  slaughter  animals  on  private  premises  or  at  recognised 
slaughter-houses  was  183,  of  which  number  53  animals  were 
slaughtered  and  parts  of  the  carcases  disposed  of.  Where  the 
animal  slaughtered  was  intended  for  consumption  by  the  person 
concerned  only,  no  inspection  of  the  carcase  was  made. 

MEAT 

By  mutual  arrangement,  assistance  was  rendered  in  meat 
inspection  at  the  Government  slaughterhouses  situate  in 
Sevcnoaks  Urban  District.  147  visits  were  made  in  this  con¬ 
nection. 
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The  total  amount  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  found  to  hr 


unfit  for  human  consumption 

Beef . 

Bacon  . 

Tinned  foods  . 

Jam  and  Marmalade . 

Shell  fish  (scollops)  . 

Vegetables  . 

Eggs  . 


vas  as  follows:- — 


132 

lbs. 

12f 

U)S. 

16 

tins 

446 

tins 

18 

lbs. 

17 

lbs. 

400 

I 

SHOPS  ACTS 


The  work  under  the  Shops  Acts  is  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 

During  the  year  270  inspeenons  were  made,  and  in  23  cases 
contraventions  were  dealt  with,  chiefly  in  regard  lo  the  display 
of  notices,  temperature  and  seats  for  shop  assistants.  All 
contraventions  were  remedied. 


CAMPING  SITES 

There  are  13  camping  sites  within  the  area,  but  only,  three 
of  these  were  in  use  during  the  year.  The  “peak”  number 
of  persons  was  54. 

During  the  year  three  licences  for  the  use  of  caravans  were 

issued. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

One  case  of  a  nuisance  from  the  emission  of  smoke  was 
abated  after  verbal  warning  to  the  stoker  concerned. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  to 
enforce  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS  AND  BYELAWS 

No  Acts  or  Byelaws  were  adopted  during  the  year. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  Notified  during  the  Year  1941 
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t 


all  forms 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  during  the  Year  1941 


Cause  of  Death 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Typhoid  fever 

.  .  . 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

... 

Scarlet  Fever... 

. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

i 

... 

Diphtheria 

- 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system 

3 

8 

11 

Ot^er  Tuberculous  diseases 

1 

3 

4 

Syphylitic  diseases 

2 

2 

Influenza 

4 

5 

9 

Measles 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

Acute  infantile  Encephalitis 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Bronchial  Cavity 

8 

5 

13 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

7 

2 

9 

Cancer  of  the  Breast 

9 

9 

Cancer,  all  other  forms 

20 

14 

34 

Diabetes 

4 

2 

6 

Intra.  cranial  vesc.  lesions 

24 

33 

57 

Heart  disease... 

42 

48 

90 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

9 

6 

15 

Bronchitis 

9 

•  7 

16 

Pneumonia 

11 

13 

24 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

5 

11 

16 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum... 

2 

1 

3 

Diarrhoea  ( under  two  vears) 

Q 

Zi 

1 

3 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

4 

7 

Nephritis 

2 

4 

6 

Post  and  post-abort,  sepsis...  ...  | 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Other  maternal  causes 

... 

1 

i 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ! 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformation  and 
birth  injury 

2 

O 

u 

5 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

Road  traffic  accidents  ...  ...  j 

7 

2* 

9 

Other  violent  causes  ...  ...  ! 

14 

6 

20 

All  Other  causes 

24 

1 

19 

43 

Totals 

206 

211 

417 

